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Please forward to others you know who may be interested.
*****
Visit www.aegstl.org, our website for the AEG St. Louis Chapter!
 
*****
Upcoming AEG St. Louis Chapter Meetings, Speakers, and Field Trips
Tuesday, January 23, 2018 - AEG St. Louis Chapter Meeting - Bob Berri, Berri Exploration. Presentation: “The rocks that built St. Louis: A history of mining in St. Louis and the surrounding area.” Location: Pietro’s Restaurant (3801 Watson Road).
February 6, 2018 - Shaking Hands in Jefferson City - Geologist meet and talk with Missouri state legislators to provide education about the value of geoscience and geoscientists. See below for additional information.
February 15, 2018 - AEG St. Louis Chapter Meeting - Location TBD - Students: Contact Phyllis Steckel (psteckel@charter.net) for more information and to get on the roster.
*****
January Chapter Meeting
The January Chapter Meeting will be held on Tuesday, January 23 at 5:30 PM at Pietro’s Restaurant (3801 Watson Road). Bob Berri of Berri Exploration will share his presentation titled “The rocks that built St. Louis: A history of mining in St. Louis and the surrounding area.” Cost will be $30 per member, $40 for non-members, $10 for students and those between jobs. Please RSVP at http://www.aegstl.org/monthly-section-meetings/ by Monday, January 22, 2017.
*****
February Meeting – Student Presentations & Mini-Presentations
The February meeting of the AEG St. Louis Chapter will be our annual Student Presentation Night.  Students are invited to prepare a short 5- to 10-minute presentation on any topic of their choosing that is related to environmental or engineering geology.  This may include personal interest or research, an assigned study project, results of a field-camp experience, internship assignment, or related topic.  The presentations will be judged on basic science, project protocol, and communication skills.  All non-students present will vote on the best presentation, and a small honorarium award will be given to the winner.
Depending on how many students present that evening, there may be time for similar, short presentations by other AEG members and guests.  You are invited to prepare your own 5- to 10-minute presentation on a topic of your choice.  These topics could include overviews of historic engineering projects; promising new techniques, software, or hardware; a challenging project dilemma; geopolitical topics relevant to our professional community; project overviews; and don’t-let-this-happen-to-you horror stories.
If you are interested in sharing a presentation at the February meeting, contact Phyllis Steckel (psteckel@charter.net). 
*****
Steve Tepatti Memorial Contributions
Steve Tepatti, a Senior Driller with Geotechnology, passed away on November 29, 2017. Steve graciously volunteered his time and expertise to assist with the drilling demonstrations at the AEG Student Workshop held in September of 2016.
Steve is survived by his 15-year-old son, Vincent Tepatti. A savings account has been set up in Vincent’s name. Once the account reaches a certain balance, the money will be moved to a trust fund.
At our December meeting, the St. Louis Chapter officers met briefly and agreed that the Chapter would donate $500 to the savings account. We want to invite AEG individual members to give to the account as well, over and above what the Chapter provides. Jon Truesdale will collect member contributions at our January meeting on Tuesday, January 23, 2018 to contribute to the account in addition to the Chapter’s contribution.
If you are unable to attend the January meeting but would like to make a donation, contact a St. Louis Chapter officer for additional information on how to contribute to the account directly.
*****
Membership Survey
We would greatly appreciate if you could spend just a few moments completing this six question survey to help us determine if we are best serving our membership.
If you have any questions or comments, please contact Stephanie Kline-Tissi at skline@geotechnology.com  Thank you in advance for your time!
*****
Missouri Geoscientists to Meet with State Legislators February 6, 2018
On Tuesday, February 6, 2018, geologists and related professionals from all over Missouri will meet with state legislators for “Shaking Hands.”  This is an annual event held in Jefferson City. 
The geologists meet with some lawmakers individually, especially those who already have or plan to introduce legislation relevant to geoscience and related work. Portable exhibits and handouts will be set up in the Rotunda of the State Capitol building to illustrate and advocate for the value of geoscience and geoscientists.
Over the years, this event has resulted in legislators and government officials making more informed decisions that affect the entire state of Missouri. In late 2017, a special task force reviewed the role and value of all state boards and commissions.  While many boards and commissions were merged or eliminated by that task force, all of the boards and commissions that involve any aspect of geoscience – such as the Missouri Seismic Safety Commission, the Geologists Registration Board, and others – will continue, unchanged, in their service to Missouri.
For more information, or to join the contingent of geologists and related professionals in the Missouri state capitol building on Tuesday, February 6, 2018, please contact Phyllis Steckel, RG (psteckel@charter.net).
*****
Giveaways Needed for “Shaking Hands”
On Tuesday, February 6, 2018, a group of geologists will visit Missouri legislators in the State Capitol building in Jefferson City.  This is the annual “Shaking Hands in Jeff City” event. It is helpful to have a small token – of no real value to avoid problems with giving gifts to lawmakers – to make our visit memorable.
If you have some interesting rock or mineral samples that you are willing to donate, please bring them to the AEG St. Louis Chapter meeting that will be held on Tuesday, January 23.  Any interesting sample is welcome, especially those from Missouri:  granite, St. Peter’s sandstone, fossils, small pieces of limestone core, galena crystals, or similar will be appreciated.  Not too big, please!  Large samples will be too heavy for our volunteers.
Non-commercial handouts, fact sheets, geologic maps, and similar giveaway items also will be made available at the exhibit area that will be set up in the Third Floor Capitol Rotunda that day.
Contact Phyllis Steckel (psteckel@charter.net) for more information.
*****
Candidates for AEG St. Louis Chapter Officers for 2018-2020
Everyone wants 20/20 vision, especially new officers for the AEG St. Louis Chapter!  Can you help?  The current officers have served since late 2016, and the chapter is looking for some new folks who can lead the chapter into 2020.  Elections will be held in late April 2018. 
If you are interested and available, please contact any of the current officers to get your name on the ballot.  Time requirements are about five to ten hours a month, and are mostly at your convenience.  A bit of organization know-how, communication skills, and a willingness to learn on the job is all that is needed.  Please consider joining the chapter leadership team!
*****
AEG St. Louis Chapter Sponsors Needed
The AEG St. Louis Chapter is looking for sponsors for our Winter 2017-2018 meetings.  Sponsorships are $300 per meeting.  Please contact Jon Truesdale for more information (jptruesdale@gmail.com)
Benefits of being a Meeting Sponsor include: a 20-30 word summary in the newsletter, one or two PowerPoint slides to run on the slide-show loop that is projected in the dining room during the networking and dinner time, and if a representative of the sponsoring company attends the meeting, he or she will have two to three minutes to talk about their organization.  Brochures, giveaways, table-top displays, and business cards are certainly welcome as well.
*****
Student Volunteers Needed at International AEG Annual Meeting
In September 2018, the International Association of Environmental & Engineering Geologists will meet in San Francisco, Calif.  Students can ‘trade’ a free registration in exchange for helping at the Registration Desk and other roles during the event.  Bilingual student translators may be especially needed.  Interested students should contact Heather Clark (heather@aegweb.org) for more information.
*****
Moving Sale: Minerals, Fossils, Gemstones, Books, Eskimo Art
Some items are: galena, calcite, stilbite, tourmaline, polished opals, rhodochrosite rounds and carvings, gemstone eggs. Books are USGS surveys from the 1800’s, Dana, 40th Parallel, Yellowstone, Calcites of New York, State surveys, etc.  This is just a sampling.  Please call Maureen or Sandy Ludlum 636-244-3350 for details and directions.
*****
Employment:  Job Seekers & Open Positions
Alex Cadigan (caderxand@gmail.com or 314-795-1274) is seeking a role as an environmental scientist or geologist in the greater St. Louis area. Alex has 1.5 years combined experience with environmental sampling of soil and groundwater, data entry, and interpretation; as well as geotechnical duties related to soil compaction and concrete strength testing.  Experienced in office, lab, and field environment.  BS in Geology from Saint Louis University in December 2016.
To all Jobseekers and Employers – Please contact the newsletter editor, Jessie Goodwin (jgoodwin@geotechnology.com), to post your search for an employer or employee, and when you have found a new job or hired the new employee. This helps us keep our postings accurate and timely.
*****
AEG St. Louis Chapter Officers
Phyllis Steckel, Chair (psteckel@charter.net)
Stephanie Kline-Tissi, Interim Vice Chairman (skline@geotechnology.com)
Jon Truesdale, Treasurer (jptruesdale@gmail.com)
Jessie Goodwin, Interim Secretary (jgoodwin@geotechnology.com)
Dale Markley, Past Chair (dale.markley@woodplc.com)
Midwest Regional Director: Mimi Garstang (dgarstang@kc.rr.com)
