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Please forward to others you know who may be interested.
*****
Visit www.aegstl.org, our website for the AEG St. Louis Chapter!
 
*****
Upcoming AEG St. Louis Chapter Meetings, Speakers, and Field Trips
Tuesday, November 14, 2017 - AEG St. Louis Chapter Meeting – Dr. John Wakabayashi, AEG’s 2017-2018 Jahn’s Lecturer. Presentation: “Attempting to bridge the growing gap between academic and applied geology: A personal odyssey.” Location: Pietro’s Restaurant (3801 Watson Road, St. Louis).
Tuesday, December 5, 2017 - AEG St. Louis Chapter Meeting - Dr. Paco Gomez, University of Missouri. Presentation: “Not just a pretty picture: UAV photogrammetry and 3D modelling.” Location: Pietro’s Restaurant (3801 Watson Road, St. Louis).
Tuesday, January 23, 2018 - AEG St. Louis Chapter Meeting - Bob Berri, Berri Exploration. Presentation: “The rocks that built St. Louis: A history of mining in St. Louis and the Surrounding Area.” Location: TBD.
February 2018 - AEG St. Louis Chapter Meeting - Date and location TBD - Students: Plan NOW to present! Contact Phyllis Steckel (psteckel@charter.net) for more information and to get on the roster.
*****
November Chapter Meeting
The November Chapter Meeting will be held on Tuesday, November 14 at 5:30 PM at Pietro’s Restaurant (3801 Watson Road). Dr. John Wakabayashi, AEG’s 2017-2018 Jahns Lecturer, will share his presentation titled “Attempting to bridge the growing gap between academic and applied geology: A personal odyssey.” Cost will be $30 per member, $40 for non-members, $10 for students and those between jobs. Please RSVP at http://www.aegstl.org/monthly-section-meetings/ by Monday, November 13, 2017.
Thank you to Layne Drilling, who has agreed to sponsor our November Chapter Meeting!
*****
Letter from the Regional Director
I want to take this opportunity to introduce myself to the St. Louis Chapter of AEG.  My name is Mimi Garstang and was recently elected to the national Board of Directors representing AEG Region 7.  I am pleased that the St. Louis Chapter is part of Region 7.  Approximately the first 20 years of my AEG involvement was through the St. Louis Chapter.  Therefore, I have known many of the St. Louis area AEG members for quite some time and look forward to meeting the rest of you soon.
I retired in 2008 after serving as the State Geologist and Director of the Missouri Geological Survey for eight years.  I resided in Rolla, Missouri for almost 35 years where I raised my family and worked for the Missouri Geological Survey for that same time period. My area of expertise at the Survey was environmental geology, which provided me the privilege of working with many other AEG members across the state in either the private sector or federal government.   Since my retirement, I have moved to Kansas City, Missouri to be close to our grandchildren.  I have remained active in the profession and am currently a member of the Kansas City/Omaha Chapter of AEG.  At the 2017 Annual AEG meeting this past September in Colorado Springs, Colorado, I was recognized for the 30 years that I have been a member of AEG and for my election to the 2017 National Board of Directors.
After retirement, I have continued to be active in other professional organizations within the geoscience sector.  I have devoted considerable effort to the Missouri Geologist Consortium (MGC); and want to challenge all geoscientists to take the time to develop a person relationship with your own elected officials. The decisions that our legislators are making directly impact our profession and they need to hear from us. Please feel free to contact me with any suggestions or questions relating to my position on the AEG Board of Directors.  I will be providing all of you more information about national issues as that information becomes available.
-Mimi Garstang (dgarstang@kc.rr.com)
*****
Editorial – Opinion:  The Missouri ‘Near-Miss’
by Phyllis Steckel, RG; Washington, Mo.
Missouri Governor Eric Greitens recently charged an ad hoc Boards and Commissions Task Force to review and evaluate all state-government boards and commissions.  Several of these boards and commissions operate within areas of geological practice and interests.
The purpose of the Governor’s review was to eliminate ineffective or inactive boards and commissions and to consolidate those whose work is similar or overlaps.
Several boards and commissions reviewed by the Task Force include the Board of Geologist Registration, the Seismic Safety Commission, the Clean Water Commission, the Well Installation Board, the Dam and Reservoir Safety Council, and the Safe Drinking Water Commission.  All passed this Task Force review with no recommendations for further actions or changes.  This is good news. 
However, this is also no guarantee that additional, future reviews and evaluations will have similar, favorable outcomes for the geoscience community.  But for now – we’re good!
There is no question that this outcome is because the geoscience community in Missouri responded to recent calls to action.  Letters were written.  Emails were sent.  Phone calls and personal visits to decision-makers in Jefferson City were made.  Follow-ups, reminders, and drop-ins continued to arrive as the report was being written.
The Missouri Geologists’ Consortium – a grassroots, geologists’ wolf pack – mobilized for this.  The voices from the Missouri geoscience community were heard and were heeded.
But stay tuned and stay vigilant.  I don’t think this is over yet.
The Boards and Commissions Task Force Report is available online here.
*****
February Meeting – Student Presentations & Mini-Presentations
The February meeting of the AEG St. Louis Chapter will be our annual Student Presentation Night.  Students are invited to prepare a short 5- to 10-minute presentation on any topic of their choosing that is related to environmental or engineering geology.  This may include personal interest or research, an assigned study project, results of a field-camp experience, internship assignment, or related topic.  The presentations will be judged on basic science, project protocol, and communication skills.  All non-students present will vote on the best presentation, and a small honorarium award will be given to the winner.
Depending on how many students present that evening, there may be time for similar, short presentations by other AEG members and guests.  You are invited to prepare your own 5- to 10-minute presentation on a topic of your choice.  These topics could include overviews of historic engineering projects; promising new techniques, software, or hardware; a challenging project dilemma; geopolitical topics relevant to our professional community; project overviews; and don’t-let-this-happen-to-you horror stories.
If you are interested in sharing a presentation at the February meeting, contact Phyllis Steckel (psteckel@charter.net). 
*****
AEG St. Louis Chapter Sponsors Needed
The AEG St. Louis Chapter is looking for sponsors for our Winter 2017-2018 meetings.  Sponsorships are $300 per meeting.  Please contact Jon Truesdale for more information (jptruesdale@gmail.com)
Benefits of being a Meeting Sponsor include: a 20-30 word summary in the newsletter, one or two PowerPoint slides to run on the slide-show loop that is projected in the dining room during the networking and dinner time, and if a representative of the sponsoring company attends the meeting, he or she will have two to three minutes to talk about their organization.  Brochures, giveaways, table-top displays, and business cards are certainly welcome as well.
*****
AEG St. Louis Chapter Officers Needed for 2018-2020 Term
In late April 2018, the AEG St. Louis Chapter will elect new officers.  If you would like more information about what is involved, please contact any of the current officers, listed at the end of this newsletter.
The Chapter depends on creative and willing volunteers who will take the lead in planning the meeting schedules, arranging for speakers, managing the chapter’s finances, communicating with all members and friends, and the other aspects of AEG’s role within a vibrant professional community.
*****
Student Volunteers Needed at International AEG Annual Meeting
In September 2018, the International Association of Environmental & Engineering Geologists will meet in San Francisco, Calif.  Students can ‘trade’ a free registration in exchange for helping at the Registration Desk and other roles during the event.  Bilingual student translators may be especially needed.  Interested students should contact Heather Clark (heather@aegweb.org) for more information.
*****
Employment:  Job Seekers & Open Positions
Braxton Evans (Braxton.R.Evans@gmail.com - 830-734-4201): Dependable graduate from UT Dallas with a BS in Geosciences w/Geophysics (GPA - 3.54). Strong physics, mathematics, and IT/programming background, plus multiple in-the-field courses mapping geological structures. 2 years full time computer programming experience. Seeking a full-time, entry-level geophysics position near St. Louis. 
To all Jobseekers and Employers – Please contact the newsletter editor, Jessie Goodwin (jgoodwin@geotechnology.com), to post your search for an employer or employee, and when you have found a new job or hired the new employee. This helps us keep our postings accurate and timely.
*****
AEG St. Louis Chapter Officers
Phyllis Steckel, Chair (psteckel@charter.net)
Stephanie Kline-Tissi, Interim Vice Chairman (skline@geotechnology.com)
Jon Truesdale, Treasurer (jptruesdale@gmail.com)
Jessie Goodwin, Interim Secretary (jgoodwin@geotechnology.com)
Dale Markley, Past Chair (dale.markley@amecfw.com)
