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Please forward to others you know who may be interested.
 
*****
Visit www.aegstl.org, our website for the AEG St. Louis Chapter!
   
*****
Threat to Missouri Geologist Registration
The Task Force on Boards and Commissions is meeting for a third time in Jefferson City on Thursday, August 3, to decide the fate of the Missouri Board of Geologist Registration (MBGR).
Several of your friends and peers have attended the first two Task Force meetings and one of the Task Force Co-Chairs acknowledged the many letters submitted by geologists.
A last-minute letter writing campaign is our best chance to save the MBGR from elimination.  We must act NOW, before the August 3rd Task Force meeting.
         Write an e-mail, or a personal letter sent Priority Mail, to each member of the Task Force, and if an individual is from your area, personalize the message.  List concerns about sinkholes, earthquake damage, contamination from landfills, etc. (See attachment for contact information.)
         Ask the President of your company and YOUR CLIENTS to write an email to support the MBGR.  People who run businesses in the state need to be heard.
         Contact Director Katie Steele Danner with the Division of Professional Registration at profreg@pr.mo.gov or 573.751.0293 or 800.735.2966 TTY.  Include the statement, “The importance of the independent Geologist Registration Board as it presently exists has served Missouri well. I am a registered geologist, and I know that the value of geologist registration is a favorable, long-term business investment for our state.”
         Forward this email to others who should take action.
Another talking point is, “Registered Geologists are the way the State legislature has established to mandate that educated people (geologists) maintain and build on their science knowledge and equitably apply it to legal and ethical situations.”
*****
Regional Director Nominations Open
The Region 7 Director nomination is now open. If you are interested in serving, or if you would like to nominate someone, please send the name, region, the name of the nominator (if you are not self-nominated), contact information, a brief biography (or link), and past AEG experience to AEG Headquarters; 1100-H Brandywine Boulevard, Zanesville, OH 43701.
 
Greg Hempen is currently serving as Region 7 Director. For more information about the duties and responsibilities of the Region 7 Director position, please contact Greg directly at hempen69@sbcglobal.net.
*****
Total Solar Eclipse: Monday, August 21, 2017
On Monday, August 21, 2017, there will be a total solar eclipse, which will skirt part of the St. Louis Area. However, in Washington, MO, there will be about two minutes of totality around the noon hour.  
If you are interested and need a safe and friendly place to view the event (including a free lunch), AEG folks are welcome to visit the home of Rich & Phyllis Steckel in Washington, MO. While it is a workday, this may be a once-in-a-lifetime experience (maybe bring your boss?). For details and directions, please contact Phyllis Steckel at psteckel@charter.net. 
Fingers crossed for clear skies!
*****
Cardinals Tickets – Thursday, August 24 at 6:15 PM
The AEG Gateway Chapter has arranged for a limited number of group tickets to see the Cardinals play the San Diego Padres. Tickets cost $25 each. To reserve your tickets, please first email Phyllis Steckel (psteckel@charter.net) to make sure tickets are still available. Our seats are in the lower right-field box (Section 131), within foul ball territory. Then send your payment (please make checks payable to “Phyllis J. Steckel”) in full and a self-addressed stamped envelope to:
AEG Cardinals Tickets
PO Box 2002
Washington, MO 63090
*****
Opportunity:  Geologists Needed for Education Outreach in Webster Groves
There are six elementary schools in the Webster Groves School District.  During this upcoming school year the fourth-graders there are studying the major Earth processes, such as erosion, earthquakes, volcanoes, landslides, tsunamis, etc.  One of their assignments will be to design an engineering project that will withstand one of these processes that they select.  This assignment is ambitious to say the least!
The Webster Groves teachers would like to arrange for geologists to visit these students at the six schools at different times during the school year.  For example, at Avery Elementary School, the geologist’s visit would probably be in early November.  At Hudson Elementary, the visit probably would be in April 2018.  Other teachers in other Webster Groves schools may prefer other times during the school year.
Arrangements and schedules will be coordinated directly by Kim Fitzgerald, Fourth Grade Teacher at Avery Elementary School (Fitzgerald.Kim@wgmail.org or 314-963-6425, ext. 15205).  Ideally, there will be enough geologists so that each volunteer will visit just one school.
Advocacy for the geosciences is a responsibility of active professionals:  this includes being a resource to all levels of education.  (And fourth-graders are a hoot!)  If at all possible, please contact Kim and offer your expertise.  Many thanks!
*****
Dr. Jim Williams to Receive 2017 AEG Terzaghi Mentor Award
Congratulations to Dr. Jim Williams, recipient of the 2017 AEG Terzaghi Mentor Award.  He will be recognized at the 2017 AEG Annual Meeting to be held in Colorado Springs, Colorado, in September.  Jim’s nomination was led by Stephanie Kline-Tissi, with assistance by Dr. Greg Hempen , Dr. Allen Hatheway, Mimi Garstang (KC Chapter), Dr. Chris Stohr (Chicago Chapter), Duane Kreuger, and Dr. J. David Rogers.  The Terzaghi Mentor Award was established in 2008 to recognize individuals who have made a lifelong effort in providing professional, ethical, and technical mentoring for environmental and engineering geologists. 
There are many people in the AEG St. Louis Chapter who have benefited from Jim’s generous sharing of experience, perspective, insight, and information.  Congratulations, Jim!
*****
AEG Members invited to Present at GSA’s Environmental & Engineering Geology Division (EEGD) at GSA Annual Meeting
The Geological Society of America (GSA) has invited AEG members to present and participate in both the GSA Section and Annual meetings in 2017.  The 2017 GSA Annual meeting will be in Seattle, WA, on October 22-25.  Topical session will focus on environmental and engineering geology.  Please visit http://geosociety.org/meetings/2017/ for more information.
*****
Meeting Prices Increase
After much discussion, it has been decided that the price of regular meetings will increase for the September 2017 meeting as follows:
Regular Members - $30
Non-Members - $40 
The price of regular meetings for both students and those between jobs will remain at $10.
*****
St. Louis Chapter Interim Officer Changes
During our Officer’s Meeting on Thursday, June 8, our Vice-Chairman, John Carrow, stepped down from his position. We would like to thank John for his service and wish him the best in his endeavors.
This brings us to our Interim Officers:
Interim Vice Chairman – Stephanie Kline-Tissi
Interim Secretary – Jessie Goodwin
If anyone would like to discuss the officer changes, please contact Phyllis Steckel (psteckel@charter.net).
*****
AEG St. Louis Chapter Sponsors Needed
The AEG St. Louis Chapter is looking for sponsors for our Fall 2017 meetings.  Sponsorships are $300 per meeting.  Please contact Jon Truesdale for more information (jtruesdale@geotechnology.com)
Benefits of being a Meeting Sponsor include: a 20-30 word summary in the newsletter, one or two PowerPoint slides to run on the slide-show loop that is projected in the dining room during the networking and dinner time, and if a representative of the sponsoring company attends the meeting, he or she will have two to three minutes to talk about their organization.  Brochures, giveaways, table-top displays, and business cards are certainly welcome as well.
*****
Employment:  Job Seekers & Positions Open
There are no posted job openings or job seekers at this time. Please contact the newsletter editor, Jessie Goodwin (jgoodwin@geotechnology.com), to post your search for an employer or employee.
*****
AEG and ASME Joint Field Trip at CME
AEG and ASME are hosting a joint field trip at CME for the first 40 people to sign up. The tour will start at 5:30 PM on Wednesday, September 6 at CME (4215 Rider Trail N., Earth City). Dinner will be Jimmy John’s boxes, so please remember to choose your food as you complete your RSVP. Prices for this special event will be $15 and include your dinner. RSVPs will be accepted at http://www.aegstl.org/monthly-section-meetings/. 
*****
Upcoming AEG St. Louis Chapter Meetings, Speakers, and Field Trips
Thursday, August 24, 2017 – Cardinal’s Game – The St. Louis Cardinals will play the San Diego Padres. The game will start at 6:15 PM. Further details are listed above.
Wednesday, September 6, 2017 – Joint AEG/ASME CME Field Trip. For additional information please see above. 
Tuesday, September 19, 2017 – Regular AEG Meeting – Dr. Scott Anderson, AEG’s Jahn’s Lecturer. Location: Pietro’s.
September 29 – 30, 2017 – Association of Missouri Geologists is hosting a St. Francois Mountains field trip and meeting. The meeting will begin from Farmington. For additional details, please visit:  http://www.missourigeologists.org/.
“2017 Civil War & Geology Field Trip” is tentatively planned for the fall of 2017 (Contact George Davis (notrenchgeology@yahoo.com) for more information or to offer to help.
*****
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